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Smriti Irani: PM Narendra Modi's youngest minister isn't
ruffled by controversies

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/smriti-irani-pm-narendra-modis-youngest-minister-isnt-
ruffled-by-controversies/articleshow/45903936.cms

NEW DELHI: Declaring that she was in the government to bring about change and shatter the status quo, Human
Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani has said she is the victim of a "deliberate narrative" and her forthrightness
"makes a lot of people uncomfortable".

Irani, a first-time minister and the youngest in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ministerial council, also said her
detractors were "flustered" by her changes and that she does not go whining to the PM against them as "he has a more
important job to do". She also vehemently denied that RSS had any role in her ministry's functioning.

"I think there has been a deliberate narrative, as far as | am concerned, which has been nicely seeded into the media,"
the 38-year-old former TV star-turned-politician told ET in an hour-long exclusive interview.

Pressed to say who was creating this narrative and if she was alluding to people within her own party, Irani smilingly
retorted that she knew who it was. "l know you will be out on the lookout to look for some spice, but | will only say this
much: | know who it is and because | know who it is, | couldn't care less," she said.

Don't Care for Perceptions, says Irani

Irani, a self-made politician who even did a modest job at a McDonald's restaurant, said she didn't care much for
perceptions.

"Because if my entire focus is on calming those choppy waters then my boat will not sail...If | fight perceptions all the
time | would hardly have time left for work," said the minister, claiming that her work occupied most of her day barring
some five hours or so of rest time.

Irani more than any other minister has been a magnet for controversies in the short period the Modi government has
been in power. She has hurtled from one row to another, starting with the row over her educational qualifications
followed by a high-profile standoff between her ministry and the Delhi University, the Sanskrit row in CBSE schools, the
fracas over observing Good Governance day on Christmas and most recently the resignation of [IT-Delhi's director.

Asked if she had ever complained about what she suggested was a deliberate targeting of her to the prime minister
whom she refers to as "boss" and the only person she really looks up to, Irani replied in the negative saying she was not
"one of those whiny people".

Appearing unflappable and confident, Irani, who rather unusually for ministers sits next to the driver in the front seat of
her official vehicle with her staff sitting in the back, was unflustered by a barrage of questions put to her by ET's
reporters and editors, calmly answering posers on topics that ranged from the nitty-gritty of education policy to
controversial appointments to politics and finally herself.

She strongly denied RSS or persons such as Dinanath Batra — the Sangh's ideologue on education issues — had any role
in running of her ministry and said criticism over some appointments to key institutions was a case of "sour grapes".

Asked about trenchant criticism faced by her, especially from noted feminist writer and academic Madhu Kishwar, Irani
said she could not be bothered by it.

"I am not defined by somebody's comments or an article or somebody's angst about me or their anxiety about me or
what is being said about me on social media. | have lived life enough to know that | define myself," said Irani, who first
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became famous in the television serial Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi and is immortalised in public memory as one of its
main protagonists — Tulsi.

"I think in my entire 15 years of public life | have lived with many circumstances where my sense of forthrightness makes
a lot of people uncomfortable. | know the pros and cons of being absolutely blunt.

| know the pros and cons of not being diplomatic... | am here because people did not want to retain status quo. | am
here because people wanted the agenda for change to be implemented," added Irani, a mother of two schoolgoing
children.

Saying that education in the previous government suffered because it "became a political akhara", Irani said she had
brought a sense of holistic thinking to the ministry. Asked if the government, given its emphasis on cultural pride and
nationalistic moorings, was anti-English, she rejected the suggestion and said there had to be a balance between English
and Indian languages.

Set up a central university after Narayana Guru: Subramanian
Swamy to Smriti lrani

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/set-up-a-central-university-after-narayana-guru-
subramanian-swamy-to-smriti-irani/articleshow/45901703.cms

NEW DELHI: BJP leader Subramanian Swamy has urged HRD Minister Smriti Irani to establish a central university in
Thiruvananthapuram after Dalit icon Sree Narayana Guru.

Sree Narayana Guru is widely revered for his contribution to uplifting the members of Kerala's backward Ezhava caste.
"...a Central University in Trivandrum should be established in his name because he uplifted a most backward
community called Ezhava to such heights that today this community has become the most educated community of
Kerala," Swami said in a letter to Irani.

Swamy said he had attended a meeting of the Sree Narayana Dharma Sanghom Trust on December 31 last year which
was also attended by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh.

"During the course of the speech, we had committed that for great Guru Sree Narayana, a central university in
Trivandrum should be named after him," the letter said.

MOOCs will take off in a big way the world over by 2020:
Anant Agarwal, edX

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/interviews/moocs-will-take-off-in-a-big-way-the-world-over-by-
2020-anant-agarwal-edx/articleshow/45904922.cms

n his recent visit to India, Anant Agarwal, CEO of edX, an online learning destination founded by Harvard and MIT, has
his agenda clearly defined. He is eyeing a larger share for edX and is targeting the high school segment in India. He is also
keen on capturing the professional education segment through the edX platform. "In order to create content for these
new segments, edX is looking at forging alliances with IITs, IIMs and other institutes," he tells Prachi Verma in an
interview. Edited excerpts:

Will Swayam, the government-led MOOC programme, be the answer to India's problem of bridging the gap between
demand and supply in education?

Swayam is a phenomenal initiative by the academia and government. | see it as a major national platform where it can
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be made available both for online learning and blended learning in universities. | expect a lot of it to come out in about a
month or so.

How are the tie-ups with technology and internet companies shaping up?

edX has partnerships with Google, Facebook, Microsoft and with Amazon. Microsoft will give a free subscription to
PowerPoint for six months with Mix, where you can create videos from PowerPoint and load them into edX
automatically.

Are there any such partnerships in India?

We had announced a partnership with Aspiring Minds about a year ago. Commercially, we are talking to a few other
people but haven't announced anything, for both content and development. We have a content partnership with lIT
Bombay and IIM Bangalore, and are talking to several other universities for similar partnerships.

Another round of partnerships will be with corporates to launch professional education courses on edX. Professionals
will have feebased MOOCs called Freemiums.

Which is better — blended or pure online learning?

| would say both are important. If you already have been to a university and are working, then online learning is a good
option. But if you are on campus, the blended model is very useful. In universities, you can use platforms like Swayam to
augment the classroom experience.

What trends do you predict for Indian higher education system?

Many students have access to high quality education through MOQOCs. | expect this to become the norm. By 2020, at
least a dozen universities around the world will give university degrees with 100% content on MOOC. So far, students
taking courses on MOOQCs are getting certificates. MOOCs will also translate to credit. By 2020, | see students entering
universities after taking their first year courses online.

How does India rank in terms of number of edX users?

India is the second highest user country. US usage is at 30%, India is at about 12%. But our challenge in India is getting
the word out. We want to educate 1 billion people in the next 10 years. What are the next big bets for edX? We started
off with college-level education, and recently came up with high school and executive education. These are the next two
big bets. The other interesting fact is that the median age of the online learner in India, at 24 years, is four years less
than the global median.



